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CAMPS RATIONALE 
 

WHY HAVE SCHOOL CAMPS? 
 
All camps at  St . Pat ric kÕs College are  designed t o provide st udent s wit h a saf e, 
educat ional, wort hwhile and memorable experie nce.  Emphasis is placed on t he f act  t hat , 
while st il l learn ing, st udent s are  not  required t o adher e t o a st ric t  st ruc t ure of  bells 
and set  t ime commit ment s.  St udent s ar e encouraged t o become more  f lexib le wit h 
t heir rout ines and t o t ake mor e r esponsibil it y f or t he running of  t heir camp.  All camps 
are  run in a very  Òst re ss-f r eeÓ enviro nment  where  st udent s (and st af f ) are  encouraged 
t o t ake a st ep back f rom t heir normally f ast  paced lives and simply enj oy not  only new 
experie nces and t he acquisit ion of  new ski lls but  also t he company of  t he people t hey 
are  wit h.  
 
The program provides a sequent ial learn ing experie nce in out door skil ls, culminat ing in 
t heir grade 10 Ôcamp of  choiceÕ, t he success of  which re lies heavily on st udent  input  and 
planning.  Specif ic out door skil ls developed at  all year levels include t he areas of  
campsit e saf et y, camp cooking, f lora and f auna observat ion, weat her int erp re t at ion and 
genera l appreciat ion of  Òt he great  out doors Ó. 
 
The sequent ial learn ing experie nce of  t he camps program allows st udent s t o mix  in a 
number of  f ormat s, t hus cult ivat ing a larger social base f or each st udent . Challenging 
and new experie nces t end t o be less t hreat ening when achieved in a socially Ôsaf eÕ 
enviro nment .  The f ollowing sequence of  camp social groupings is in place f or 2005: 

• Grade 7 Ð Core  Groups 
• Grade 8 Ð House Groups 
• Grade 9 Ð Gender Groups (plus act ivit y groups) 
• Grade 10 Ð Specif ic Act ivit y Groups. 

 
When st udent s r each grade 10 a number of  t heir camp choices can be expedit ion based. 
This requires st udent s t o gain an increased sense of  Ôteam-nessÕ and t o unders t and t he 
import ance of  t he whole group f unct ioning t oget her in ord er f or t he camp t o be a 
success. To achieve t his, t he development  of  t he individual is of  equal import ance.  The 
whole College camps program promot es t he individual st udent  t o f urt her realise t heir 
pot ent ial in developing st rong personalit y t ra it s. These t ra it s of t en only become evident  
in st udent s as t hey progress t hrough grade 10. They include:  leadership, init iat ive, 
cooperat ion, perseverance, re sourcef ulness, self -r ealisat ion, self -conf idence, 
independence and self  sacrif ice, but  t his list  is by no means exhaust ive.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STAFF AND CAMPS AT SPC 
 
Pot ent ially, every  st af f  member of  St . Pat ric kÕs College can be involved in t he camps 
program each year.   When possible, lat e in Term 3 st af f  are  asked t o nominat e a camp 
or camps t hey would like t o be involved wit h f or t he f ollowing year.   This enables t he 
prin cipal t o include a camps commit ment  in t he co-curric ular sect ion of  your t eaching 
allocat ion advice sheet .  Newly appoint ed st af f  wil l genera lly have been allocat ed a camp 
based on prio r knowledge of  t heir st rengt hs, however,  all new st af f  are  welcome t o 
discuss f urt her opt ions wit h t he Camp Co-ord inat or in earl y February .  
 
The Camp Co-ord inat or and Prin cipal, where  possible, mat ch camp st af f ing needs wit h 
t he choices of  each st af f  member.   For grade 7, pre f erence is given t o grade 7 core  
t eachers , and in grade 8 t eacher s and House Heads f r om t he corr esponding houses 
accompany st udent s on camps. 
 
 
 

THE SPC OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
 
The camps program f or St . Pat ri ckÕs College st udent s is a compulsory  part  of  t he 
curric ulum.  The program is const ant ly being updat ed, revised and improved. 
 
 

Grade Seven 
 
At  t his year level, st udent s at t end camp in t heir core  class groups, and t he 3 days t hey 
spend away is t radit ionally an orie nt at ion based act ivit y t ime so t hey Ôget  t o knowÕ t heir  
f ellow st udent s and t heir core  group t eacher s.  The camp is held at  Waddamana Field 
St udies Cent re  earl y in t erm 1 and t he st udent s are  accommodat ed in cabins and t ent s 
wit h cat ered meals. For 2006, t he grade 7 program wil l be compact ed int o a single week 
block, wit h 4 core  groups at t ending t oget her  f rom Monday t o Wednesday and t he ot her 
4 core  groups at t ending f rom Wednesday t o Frid ay. Two cor e groups wil l camp in t he 
same locat ion at  once, wit h t wo locat ions being used Ð one in cabins wit hin t he 
Waddamana compound and t he ot her in large t ent s at  an of f -sit e locat ion. The t wo 
cores wil l overn ight  at  each locat ion once. Basic camp act ivit ies include making 
wat erp roof  shelt ers , camp cooking, local hist ory , f ossil ing, ra f t -building and a hike. 
 
 

Grade Eight 
 
I n grade 8 st udent s at t end camp in t heir House groups, and are  accompanied by t heir 
House Head and 2 ot her st af f  members  f rom t heir allocat ed house.  The durat ion of  
t hese camps is 3 days and st udent s camp out  in t ent s and provide and cook t heir own 
meals. For 2006 all st udent s wil l be away f or t he same 3 days. Camp locat ions include 
Camp Seaview at  Bicheno, t he Forest  Educat ion Field St udy Cent re  at  Arm River,  



Woodf ield near Dysart , Camp Boomerang at  Port  Sorre ll, Bakers  Beach in t he 
Narawnt apu Nat ional Park,  St ory Õs Creek Out door Educat ion Cent re  in t he Fingal Valley, 
Mt . Cameron Field St udy Cent re  in t he Mt . Cameron Range and Camp Araluen at  
Det ent ion River.   The act ivit ies f or t hese camps are  a progression on t he camps skil ls 
acquired at  grade 7, providing a sequent ial learn ing experie nce in out door skil ls.  Firs t  
aid, navigat ion and bush survival are  int roduced at  grade 8.  St udent s also learn t o cook 
using ÔTrangiaÕ f uel st oves, and st art  t o become more  self  suf f icient  in t heir 
organisat ion and planning of  t heir camp experie nce.   Grade 8 camp is t radit ionally been 
held earl y in t erm 1.  
 
 

Grade Nine 
 
Grade 9 st udent s choose 1 camp f rom a list  of  4.  The 4 choices encompass all 12 of  t he 
grade 10 camp opt ions, so in choosing 1 camp, each st udent  wil l experie nce 3 of  t he 
act ivit ies available t o t hem t he f ollowing year.   At  t his level, st udent s wil l be f urt her 
divided int o gender groups f or bot h camping and par t icipat ing in act ivit ies.  This camp is 
locked int o t he school calendar f or t he f irs t  f ull week of  December .  Each camp has a 
maximum of  32 st udent s accompanied by 3 st af f  members  plus 1 or more  qualif ied 
act ivit y inst ruct ors  where  necessary .  Camping in t ent s, st udent s are  required t o be 
f ully self  suf f icient  and pract ice Ôminimal gearÕ camping where  possible.  Self -cat erin g on 
port able f uel burning st oves adds anot her planning dimension f or t he st udent s.  
Specialist  equipment  f or all act ivit ies wil l be provided f or st udent s and st af f . 
 
 

Grade Ten 
 
St udent s in grade 10 are  given a choice of  act ivit y specif ic camps, of  which t hey may 
at t end one.  Each camp has a maximum of  20 st udent s, accompanied by t he Camps Co-
ord inat or and genera lly, 1 ot her st af f  member,  plus 1 or more  qualif ied act ivit y 
inst ruc t ors  where  necessary . The act ivit y choices are : abseil ing/ rockclimbing, 
bushwalking, canoeing, caving, f irs t  aid, f ly f ishing, mount ain biking, out door 
invest igat ions, sail ing, scuba diving, sea kayaking and surf ing. Only 1 camp runs at  any 
one t ime and all classes cont inue as normal t hroughout  t he College calendar year.   The 
camps run at  vario us t imes t hroughout  t he 3 t erms, as f ar as possible, in weat her  
condit ions conducive t o t he act ivit y being undert aken. I n t he maj orit y of  cases, 
st udent s camp out  in t ent s and are  required t o brin g Ôminimal gearÕ t o survive.  All 
st udent s plan f or,  provide and cook t heir own f ood and are  not  permit t ed t o t ake Ò2 
minut e noodleÓ t ype meals.  At  t his year level, it  is expect ed t hat  st udent s f ully plan and 
organise t heir own camp equipment  needs, wit h guidance f rom t he Camps Co-ord inat or,  
parent s and ot her st af f  members  if  r equir ed.  Some camps at  grade 10 are  expedit ion 
based wit h no amenit ies available at  t he campsit e locat ions.  Skil ls obt ained in previous 
years  are  f urt her developed t o ensure t hat  each st udent  capably and saf ely enj oys 
t heir camp experie nce. Each camp has a maximum of  20 places and a minimum of  12 
st udent s is needed f or each t o be cost  ef f ect ive.  Prompt  re t urn of  t he camp 



pre f ere nces f orm increases t he chance of  st udent s being allocat ed t heir f irs t  choice.  
All grade 10 camps are  scheduled t o run f rom Wednesday t o Frid ay of  any given week. 
 
All camp dat es are  pre -set  during t erm 3 of  t he previous year.   All maj or ext ra 
curric ular  College act ivit ies are  t aken int o considerat ion when planning camp dat es.  A 
yearl y planner out lining a number of  t hese College act ivit ies is set  out  in t he grade 10 
camps inf ormat ion booklet  received by ever y grade 10 st udent .   
 
St udent s are  encouraged t o make t heir act ivit y select ions care f ully.  I t  is t he 
expect at ion t hat  st udent s select  a camp act ivit y not  solely based on t he camp act ivit y 
it self . St udent s are  asked t o also consider t heir involvement  in ot her aspect s of  College 
lif e and t heir ext ernal commit ment s such as part  t ime employment  rost ers  and f amily 
event s. 
 
Once placement s have been allocat ed t o st udent s, t here  is very  lit t le marg in f or change 
and any perc eived necessary  changes or r equest s must  be dire ct ed t o t he Camps Co-
ord inat or wit hin a mont h or so of  st udent  list s being post ed.   
 
For Grade 10 camps, it  is asked t hat  st af f  also consider t heir ot her College or lif e 
commit ment s bef ore  nominat ing f or a camp at  t his year level. 
 
 

Grades Eleven and Twelve 
 
Senior st udent s are  not  of f er ed a Òcamp experie nceÓ as such, but  are  required t o 
part icipat e in a Ret reat .  Normally scheduled f or  mid t erm 1, f or t he past  number of  
years  t he re t reat  has been held at  Camp Clayt on, near Ulvers t one.  Here  st udent s are  
accommodat ed in bunk st yle cabins wit h ensuit es, are  ser ved excellent  meals by t he 
cat erin g st af f  and are  able t o enj oy moder n f acil it ies in a beach enviro nment .  Fait h and 
J ust ice Co-ord inat or,  Mrs . J il l Myers  and Fait h Development  Of f icer  Mr.  Pet er 
Sant amaria  call f or st af f  t o volunt eer f or Ret reat s, but  pre f erence is genera lly given, 
f irs t ly t o grade 11 and 12 RE t eachers , t hen t o experie nced t eachers  of  RE.  The 
Ret reat  program is t hen developed wit h input  f rom all t he invit ed st af f .  The grade 11 
re t reat  is a 2 day t heme based t ime durin g which st udent s spend most  of  t he sessions 
in small discussion groups.  The last  couple of  years  has seen t he st udent s (and st af f ) 
re f lect  on t he quest ion Who Am I ? A st af f  member f acil it at es each small discussion 
group. I n t his set t ing, t he st af f  memberÕs ro le is more  of  guidance and dire ct ion rat her  
t han leadership. Wit hin t he discussion groups, st af f  are  encouraged t o share  lif e 
experie nces wit h t he st udent s, promot ing st udent s t o also speak about  t heir 
experie nces.  Grade 12 st udent s f ollow on f rom t he grade 11Õs and spend t he next  3 days 
part icipat ing in t heir chosen Ôst yleÕ of  Ret reat .  St udent s pre -select  t he st yle of  
Ret reat  t hey wish t o be involved in.  Choices include:   

• Personal J ourney t hrough J ournal Writ ing; 
• J ourneying wit h Ot hers ; 
• Values and Social J ust ice; 



• Creat ive Expression of  our J ourney; and 
• Trus t  and Team Building. 

 
Each Ret reat  culminat es in t he celebrat ion of  Mass, using t he t heme of  t he Ret reat  as a 
f ocus.  Furt her inf ormat ion about  Ret reat s can be obt ained f rom J il l or Pet er.  
 
 
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
Parent s and st udent s are  const ant ly reminded t hat  at t endance on camp at  all year levels 
is part  of  our  compulsory  curric ulum.  As such, it  is hoped t hat  st af f  also Òdo t heir bit Ó 
in encouraging st udent  at t endance, and inf orming House Heads if  t hey become aware  of  
st udent s who int end not  t o part icipat e in t heir allocat ed camp. 
 
I n grade 10, because camps are  ongoing t hroughout  t he year,  st udent s are  asked t o sign 
a St udent  Behaviour Agreement .  This agreement  reminds st udent s t hat  it  is t heir  
dire ct  responsibil it y t o ensure t hey r emain up-t o-dat e wit h t heir core  st udies by 
catching up on all work missed during t he t ime t hey are  part icipat ing in a camp. This 
page is signed by t he st udent  and a parent  and re t urned t o t he Camps Co-ord inat or 
during t he week prio r  t o t he st udent  at t ending camp.  St udent  list s of  grade 10 camps 
are  post ed on a not iceboard  in t he st af f r oom so individual t eachers  are  aware  of  when 
st udent s f rom t heir classes are  at t ending camp.   
 
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 
 

St udent s in grades 7 Ð 9 and 11 and 12 are  t ransport ed t o and f rom t heir camp-sit es by 
Redline coach.  All st af f  are  expect ed t o t ravel wit h t he st udent s on t he buses.  All 
buses leave at  approximat ely 9:00am f rom t he bus st ops beside t he Nagle Gym, and 
re t urn t o t he same locat ion by 3:00pm on t he re t urn day unless ot her arra ngement s 
have been made. I n grade 10, st udent s are  t ransport ed on a 12 or  25 seat  minibus 
t owing a t ra iler f or luggage.  The bus leaves at  9:00am on Wednesday morn ings f rom 
behind t he Barre t t  Gym and re t urn t o SPC bet ween 2:30pm and 3:00pm on t he Frid ay 
af t ernoon. 
 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
 
I t  is expect ed t hat  st af f  wil l lead by example whilst  par t icipat ing on camp, and be 
accommodat ed in t he same way as t he st udent s, ie:  in cabins/ rooms wit h grade 7Õs, 11Õs 
and 12Õs, and in t ent s wit h grade 8Õs, 9Õs and 10Õs.  I n ext reme sit uat ions where  it  is 
necessary  f or a st af f  member t o be separat ely accommodat ed, prio r arra ngement  needs 
t o be made wit h t he Camps Co-ord inat or,  as f urt her cost s wil l need t o be det ermined. 
 
 



RESTRICTED ITEMS 
 
Whilst  t here  are  no specif ic it ems t hat  are  banned f rom College camps, t here  are  a 
number of  it ems t hat  st udent s are  discouraged f rom t aking.  These are :  Mobile phones, 
Discmans / Walkmans /  MP3Õs, Wat ches and Elect ronic games. 
The use of  it ems such as t hese discourage int eract ion and par t icipat ion, and do not  
promot e a t eam enviro nment , t hus negat ing, in part , t he ra t ionale of  t he Camps Program.  
St udent s who have cdÕs t hey wish t o list en t o whilst  t ravelling t o and f rom a camp on 
t he bus are  encouraged t o brin g t hese, but  t hey are  not  t o be used unless t ravelling. 
The leader of  any camp program wil l inf orm t he st udent s, in advance, of  any specif ic 
it ems not  t o be t aken on camp Ð f or example, grade 7 st udent s are  t ot ally banned f rom 
t aking any rest ric t ed it ems on camp. 
 
I t  is asked t hat  st af f  do t heir best  t o discourage st udent s f rom t aking t hese it ems 
wit h t hem on camp, and conf iscat e such it ems f or t he remainder of  t he camp if  f ound. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
Equipment  needs f or st af f  and st udent s on camps at  grades 7 Ð 10 are  very  similar.   The 
list  below is a basic out line t o be used as a guide.  I t  is cert ainly not  a complet e or 
comprehensive list  of  all gear needed. 
 
 
 

BASIC GEAR LIST 
No suitcases please.

Clot hing Ot her I t ems 
  

• wat erp roof  j acket  • drin k bot t le 
• long pant s (t o wear  at  night  if  

necessary) 
• hat  or cap      
• t orc h wit h bat t erie s  

• 2 x set s underwear + t hermals 
if  you have t hem 

• sleeping bag    

• 2 x t -shirt s or polo shirt s • t oilet rie s, including small t owel   
• j umper /  f leece • Tent  (shared wit h 1 or  2 ot her s)   
• Loose and comf y short s or 

t rousers  (N O j eans) 
• FOOD (discuss wit h ot her  st af f  at t ending)  

(+ nibblies t o share wit h ot her  st af f  member s) 

• old runners  or boot s (must  be 

f ully enclosed, st ur dy & comf y)

  

• Cooking gear Ðt rangia st ove                                   
(pr ovided), mat ches, pot  scourer,  t -t owel 
(shared in cooking gr oup) 

• reef  sandals or similar (f or  

wat er  act ivit ies) 
• backpack suit able t o hold all needed f or a 

day walk.          



I n addit ion t o t he basic gear needs, some act ivit ies on some camps require  ot her 
specif ic equipment .  I f  t his is t he case on your camp, t he Camps Co-ord inat or wil l let  you 
know wit h plent y of  advanced warn ing of  what  you wil l need. 
I t  is not a requirement t hat  any st af f  member purchase new equipment  specif ically f or 
a camp.  I t ems such as walking shoes/ boot s need t o be Ôwor n inÕ bef or e t hey are  used 
f or a mult i-day walk.  I f  new equipment  is being purchased, it  is advised t o do t his well 
in advance if  possib le.  Keep in mind our ÒAlliance ClubÓ membership wit h Mount ain 
Designs wher e we r eceive a good discount  on all purchases.  
The College Camps Equipment  Pool includes number of  light weight  sleeping mat s and 
t ent s available f or st af f  use.  These it ems are  allocat ed on a Ôfirs t  inÕ basis as required.  
Tra ngia st oves are  provided by t he College f or all st udent s and st af f  at t ending camps in 
grades 8 Ð 10, however,  people are  encouraged t o brin g t heir own f uel st oves as SPC 
have a limit ed number available.  Fuel (met hylat ed spirit s) is supplied. 
Should st af f  require  any ot her maj or equipment  it ems (eg: t ent s or large capacit y 
backpacks), it  is request ed t hat  t hey inf or m t he Camps Co-ord inat or well in advance of  
t he camp so equipment  can be borro wed or hire d if  necessary . 
All st udent s and st af f  on camps at  grades 7 Ð 9 undert ake a day walk of  some 
descrip t ion.  Part  of  t he educat ion of  st udent s in Òout doorsÓ Tasmania, is t hat  t hey are 
adequat ely prepared f or such a walk.  Rainproof  j acket , wat er bot t le and snack f ood ar e 
essent ial it ems f or every  per son, plus some people wil l need addit ional it ems such as 
ast hma puf f ers  or pre vent at ive medicat ions f or ot her needs. These it ems need t o be 
cont ained in an appropria t ely sized backpack.  Again, in set t ing a good example, it  is 
expect ed t hat  st af f  wil l also be properl y equipped wit h t hese it ems. 

 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
All camp locat ions are  assessed f or t heir suit abil it y and saf et y prio r t o t he camp being 
held.  An emergency plan f or each camp has been det ermined and communicat ion wit h 
appropria t e emergency personnel est ablished, where  necessary . Prio r t o each camp 
going ahead, weat her condit ions and f orecast s are  also closely monit or ed and changes 
made if  requir ed. Recommended guidelines f or st udent  : adult  ra t ios are  maint ained on 
all camps.  Prio r t o camps being conduct ed, parent s are  inf ormed via camp inf ormat ion 
let t ers  of  t he nat ure of  act ivit ies t heir child(ren) wil l be undert aking.  Part icularl y at  
grade 10, st udent s are  t horoughly inf ormed of  any perc eived ris k of  an act ivit y in which 
t hey may be t aking par t , in ord er t o make an educat ed and inf ormed decision regard ing 
t heir part icipat ion. 
 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
I f  st af f  have any ot her querie s or  concer ns regard ing camps, j ust  ask and hopef ully I  
wil l be able t o help. 

Cath McQuie 
Camps Co-ordinator 


